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News release 

ICBC invests $66,000 to improve Prince George, Valemount 
and Vanderhoof roads 

You may have noticed the new passing lanes and intersection improvements in the 
community. These are some of the three road improvement projects ICBC invested $66,000 
in last year to make Prince George, Valemount and Vanderhoof roads safer for everyone. 

This year marks the 25th anniversary of ICBC’s road improvement program with over $130 
million invested in B.C. roads since 1990. Over the years, the road improvement program has 
evolved significantly. Successful partnerships, community investments and the use of 
innovative technology and tools have led to award winning projects and contributions that 
have helped advance the knowledge of the road safety engineering industry across Canada. 

“Investment in road infrastructure helps to ensure that residents, commercial drivers and 
visitors’ can travel more safely on our Northern roads,” said Shirley Bond, MLA for Prince 
George-Valemount. 

“These projects contribute to increased safety as well as help ensure access to rural areas of 
our region,” said Mike Morris, MLA for Prince George-Mackenzie. 

In 2014, ICBC invested approximately $418,000 in the North Central region and $7.7 million 
in projects and safety audits across the province. 

“In our region, particularly during winter, road conditions can make driving challenging,” said 
John Rustad, MLA for Nechako Lakes. “Road improvement projects, such as the constructed 
westbound passing lane on Highway 16 at Braaten Road, help create safer roads.” 

“We’re proud of the thousands of road improvements and studies we have contributed to 
communities across B.C. over the last 25 years,” said Lindsay Matthews, ICBC’s director 
responsible for road safety. “Safer roads mean fewer crashes which also translates into lower 
claims costs. We’ll continue to invest in road safety initiatives that help us keep rates as low 
as possible for customers.” 

ICBC also works with communities to make sure road safety issues are considered in the 
planning of roadways and managing traffic and participates in engineering safety studies.  

All proposed road improvement projects are assessed based on their ability to make roads 
safer. The most recent evaluation of the program found that over a two year time period, 
overall, for every dollar invested, ICBC and its customers see a return of five times the 
investment. 

If you have a suggestion for making a road or intersection safer in your community, contact 
your local municipality or make your suggestion through icbc.com. 

Road improvement projects completed in Prince George, Valemount and Vanderhoof 
in 2014:  

Location: 4th Avenue from Winnipeg Street to Queensway Street, Prince George 

• Project description: Converted the three-lane on-way corridor to two lane two-
way, installed curb extensions and converted some intersections from signal to all-
way stop control 

• Partner: City of Prince George 
• ICBC contribution: $41,500 
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Location: Highway 5 Chappell Creek, Valemount 

• Project description: Construction of a 1.5 km southbound passing lane to improve 
safety for growing commercial, recreation and general traffic along the corridor 

• Partner: Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
• ICBC contribution: $9,800 

Location: Highway 16 at Braaten Road, Vanderhoof 

• Project description: Constructed westbound passing lane to improve safety 
• Partner: Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
• ICBC contribution: $14,700 
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