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ICBC invests $195,000 to make Tri-Cities’ roads safer 
You’ve likely driven by Prairie Avenue and noticed the left turn lanes at Oxford and Flint 
Street. This is one of 15 road improvements ICBC invested in last year to help make Tri-
Cities’ roads safer for everyone. 

ICBC launched the safer roads program in 1989, and since then, has invested over $110 
million in road improvement projects and safety studies across B.C. In 2012, ICBC invested 
approximately $4 million in the Lower Mainland and $8 million in projects and safety audits 
across the province. 

“Road improvements deliver real value to everyone on our roads, from drivers to 
pedestrians,” said John Dickinson, ICBC’s director of road safety. “We’ll continue to invest in 
road safety initiatives that help us reduce claims costs to keep rates as low as possible for our 
customers.” 

All proposed road improvement projects are assessed based on their ability to make roads 
safer. The most recent evaluation of the program concluded that overall, for every dollar 
invested, ICBC and its customers see a return of five times the investment. The evaluation 
found that two years following a project’s implementation, there is on average, a 20 per cent 
reduction in severe crashes and a 12 per cent reduction in property damage crashes. More 
importantly, the benefits of road improvements continue well beyond two years.  

“Our community is expanding, and we want to accommodate that growth,” said Douglas 
Horne, MLA for Coquitlam-Burke Mountain. “These improvements will keep roads safe for 
drivers and pedestrians, while ensuring a longer lifespan for our transportation 
infrastructure.” 

ICBC also participates in engineering studies and assists communities in the planning of 
roadways and managing traffic.  

As road improvements are implemented, it also requires drivers to adopt new driving 
behaviours, such as adjusting to traffic pattern changes and understanding the rules of the 
road. The majority of crashes are preventable and have more to do with driver error than 
road engineering. Drivers need to do their part by making smart driving decisions and 
avoiding crashes. 

Over the last 23 years, ICBC’s safer roads program has evolved significantly – community 
investments and successful partnerships have led to award winning projects and the 
contributions have helped advance the knowledge of the road safety engineering industry in 
B.C. and across Canada. A look at the evolution of ICBC’s safer roads program can be viewed 
here.  

Safer roads projects completed in the Tri-Cities in 2012: 

Coquitlam 

Location: Johnson St. and Conley Crescent 

o Project description: Joint safety review  
o Partner: City of Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $3,500 

- more - 
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Location: Area wide on three corridors 

o Project description: Installation of highly reflective pavement markings on three 
corridors 

o Partner: City of Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $7,500 

Location: Three intersections 

o Project description: Joint safety and operational review for intersection 
improvements 

o Partner: City of Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $15,660 

Location: Area wide: North Road, Clark Road and Port Moody Boundary 

o Project description: Upgrade street name signs for area-wide visibility 
improvement 

o Partner: City of Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $10,000 

Location: Area wide at 13 intersections 

o Project description: Installation of pedestrian countdown timers at 13 intersections 
o Partner: City of Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $19,500 

Location: Area wide at 10 intersections 

o Project description: Installation of uninterrupted power supply (UPS) systems at 10 
intersections 

o Partner: City of Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $25,000 

Location: David Ave and Landsdowne Drive 

o Project description: Installation of left-turn lanes and phasing of signals 
o Partner: City of Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $50,000 

Port Coquitlam 

Location: Kingsway Avenue and Mary Hill Road to Wilson 

o Project description: Installation of highly reflective pavement markings along 
Kingsway 

o Partner: City of Port Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $4,000 

Location: Kingsway Avenue – Coast Meridian to Mary Hill Bypass 

o Project description: Realignment of Kingsway Avenue before Mary Hill Bypass  
o Partner: City of Port Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $5,000 

- more - 
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Location: Westwood Street Corridor 

o Project description: Implementation of recommended safety improvements  
o Partner: City of Port Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $5,500 

Location: Prairie Avenue at Oxford Street and Flint Street 

o Project description: Installation of left-turn lanes along Prairie Avenue at Oxford 
Street and at Flint Street 

o Partner: City of Port Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $10,000 

Location: Lougheed Hwy. – Westwood St. to Coquitlam River Bridge 

o Project description: Upgrade pavement markings 
o Partner: City of Port Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $9,000 

Location: Coast Meridian Road and Patricia Avenue 

o Project description: Installation of pedestrian signal at Coast Meridian Road and 
Patricia Avenue 

o Partner: City of Port Coquitlam 
o ICBC contribution: $22,000 

Port Moody 

Location: Gatensbury Road – Harry to Coquitlam Boundary 

o Project description: Upgrade delineations along Gatensbury Road 
o Partner: City of Port Moody 
o ICBC contribution: $4,000 

Photos of this project are available. 

Location: Area wide at 30 locations 

o Project description: Upgrade sign visibility 
o Partner: City of Port Moody 
o ICBC contribution: $4,000 
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