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ICBC invests $184,000 to make Prince George and area 
roads safer 

You’ve likely driven along Winnipeg Street and noticed the two-way left turn lane, left turn 
bays at key intersections and bicycle lanes. This is one of six road improvements ICBC 
invested in last year to help make Prince George and area roads safer for everyone. 

ICBC launched the safer roads program in 1989, and since then, has invested over $110 
million in road improvement projects and safety studies across B.C. In 2012, ICBC invested 
approximately $691,000 in the North Central region and $8 million in projects and safety 
audits across the province.  

“Road improvements deliver real value to everyone on our roads, from drivers to 
pedestrians,” said John Dickinson, ICBC’s director of road safety. “We’ll continue to invest in 
road safety initiatives that help us reduce claims costs to keep rates as low as possible for our 
customers.” 

All proposed road improvement projects are assessed based on their ability to make roads 
safer. The most recent evaluation of the program concluded that overall, for every dollar 
invested, ICBC and its customers see a return of five times the investment. The evaluation 
found that two years following a project’s implementation, there is on average, a 20 per cent 
reduction in severe crashes and a 12 per cent reduction in property damage crashes. More 
importantly, the benefits of road improvements continue well beyond two years.  

“All of us want to ensure that our roads are as safe as possible,” said Shirley Bond, MLA for 
Prince George-Valemount. “The ICBC safer roads program invests in important improvements 
that are specifically designed to make roads safer and more convenient for us to use. During 
the last year over $184,000 has allowed for the completion of projects that will make a 
difference for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians.” 

“I am happy that ICBC is investing in our roads,” said Pat Bell, MLA for Prince George-
Mackenzie. “Safety is the highest priority and these investments will benefit all users, 
including industry, tourists, motorists, and pedestrians.” 

ICBC also participates in engineering studies and assists communities in the planning of 
roadways and managing traffic.  

As road improvements are implemented, it also requires drivers to adopt new driving 
behaviours, such as adjusting to traffic pattern changes and understanding the rules of the 
road. The majority of crashes are preventable and have more to do with driver error than 
road engineering. Drivers need to do their part by making smart driving decisions and 
avoiding crashes. 

Over the last 23 years, ICBC’s safer roads program has evolved significantly – community 
investments and successful partnerships have led to award winning projects and the 
contributions have helped advance the knowledge of the road safety engineering industry in 
B.C. and across Canada. A look at the evolution of ICBC’s safer roads program can be viewed 
here.  
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Safer roads projects completed in Prince George and area in 2012: 
 

North Central region 

Location: Area-wide at 23 locations in North Central region 

o Project description: Installation of UPS (uninterrupted power supply) at signals 
o Partner: Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
o ICBC contribution: $57,500 

Location: North Central region 

o Project description: Wildlife collision database 
o Partner: University of Northern BC 
o ICBC contribution: $5,800 

Prince George 

Location: Tyner Blvd. & Ospika Blvd. South 

o Project description: Installation of six street lights 
o Partner: City of Prince George 
o ICBC contribution: $8,500 

Location: Highway 97 & Highway 113 

o Project description: Installation of high-visibility pavement markings 
o Partner: Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
o ICBC contribution: $55,900 

Location: Winnipeg Street – 3rd Avenue to 15th Avenue 

o Project description: Conversion of four lanes to three lanes including two-way left 
turn lane, left turn bays at key intersections and bicycle lanes 

o Partner: City of Prince George 
o ICBC contribution: $97,900 

Location: Highway 16 near Tabor Mountain 

o Project description: Cross sectional improvements including a passing lane 
extension 

o Partner: Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
o ICBC contribution: $5,600 

Location: Highway 16 near Purden Mountain 

o Project description: Intersection improvements including acceleration and 
deceleration lanes, lane and shoulder widening, and access management 

o Partner: Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
o ICBC contribution: $9,700 
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McBride 

Location: Highway 16 entering McBride 

o Project description: Installation of speed reader boards and improved signing to 
manage speed 

o Partner: Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
o ICBC contribution: $5,900 
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