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Multi-vehicle collector & other floater 
number plates 
Law enforcement information systems return the registered owner’s name when looking up a 
valid multi-vehicle number plate (floater plate), but may show little or no vehicle information.  

This bulletin describes how to get vehicle information related to a floater plate.  It is not a notice 

of any changes. 

 

Getting vehicle & owner information 
Collector, farm, and industrial floater plates are issued with a schedule of vehicles to carry in the 

vehicle displaying the floater plate.  The schedule details the vehicles included in the licence.  

Law enforcement officials also can get vehicle and owner information for a floater plate by 

phoning ICBC’s secure police line. 

If a vehicle is pulled over at roadside after hours, ICBC assistance will be provided through the 

emergency queue (secure police line menu option 2.)  

The ICBC secure phone line is normally available to police via their respective Operational 

Communications Centres (OCCs)/Police Dispatch Centres.  OCCs and dispatch centres can gain 

access to use this phone line by contacting the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC) 

BC/Yukon Field Operations at RCMP “E” Division headquarters in Surrey. 

 

Collector floater plates  
Multi-vehicle collector floater plates are imprinted with a small font “multi-vehicle” indicator, this 

distinguishes them from regular collector plates.   

 

The multi-vehicle collector licence allows the vehicle owner to display special floater plates on any 

collector or modified collector vehicle included in their licence.   

Vehicles included under collector multi-vehicle licences are listed on a Schedule of Vehicles (refer 

to attached form MV1919B).  The vehicle in use displays the plates and carries the MV1919B, the 

Owner's Certificate of Insurance and Vehicle Licence and the registration within the vehicle.   

A smaller collector floater plate is issued exclusively for use on collector or modified collector 
motorcycles belonging to the same owner.  The licence and vehicle owner records are 

administered in the same way as the multi-vehicle collector licence for other vehicles.  

  

Collector plates for multi-vehicles / multi-motorcycles 
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Floater plates for farm and industrial fleets 

Although normally operated off highway, farm vehicles and industrial vehicles are sometimes 

grouped into a fleet licence. 

One set of regular farm or commercial number plates are issued to the owner for use on any 

commercial vehicle (e.g. truck or tractor) listed in the fleet, for occasional operation on highway. 

Although the plates can be displayed on other vehicles in the fleet, there is no “multi-vehicle” 

indicator on the licence plate itself.    

A schedule of vehicles is included in the Application for Farm/Industrial Fleet Licence (refer to the 

attached MV1913.)   The vehicle in use displays the plates and carries the MV1913, the Owner's 

Certificate of Insurance and Vehicle Licence and the registration. 

Only the heaviest vehicle in the fleet is entered into ICBC’s regular vehicle records system, 
consequently the record may not match the vehicle displaying the licence plate.  However, as 

with the other floater plates, law enforcement officers seeking information about any farm or 

industrial fleet vehicle may phone ICBC’s secure police line.   

Operation of these fleet vehicles is subject to the limitations and conditions set out in the licence: 

farm fleet: licence is valid only on farm fleet vehicles owned and used by the same 
farmer, in the conveyance of personal property in connection with his farming 

industry. The licence is not valid for pleasure use. 

industrial fleet: licence valid only on vehicles belonging to the same owner and used by him 

in the conveyance of personal property in an industry carried on by that same 

owner. Not valid for pleasure use. 

 

Floater plates for non-scheduled vehicles 
These floater plates are issued to persons who operate non-registered or non-licensed motor 

vehicles or trailers; no schedule of vehicles document is issued with these plates.  

Farm plate & farm fleet 

 

Commercial plate & 
industrial fleet, pre-

2008 series 

Commercial plate & 
industrial fleet, 2008 

onwards series 

Floater plates associated with licences allowing operation of various vehicles  
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Information systems do not connect vehicle information to these floater plates, because they can 

be displayed on any vehicle when used as set out in statutes and in the vehicle licence conditions.   

Here are guidelines for their use:  

Demonstration   may be attached to any unlicensed vehicle for purposes relating to the 

business of selling motor vehicles or trailers, including (i) demonstration use 

by customer (for up to 48 hours with written consent) and (ii) personal use 
by the licence holder, their salespeople and members of the licence holder’s 

and salesperson’s households, but not for any commercial purpose that is not 

directly related to the sale of the vehicle;  

Transporter for delivery of another person’s vehicle only by the licensee or their 

authorized employee, the vehicle must not carry freight for compensation; 

Repairer for operation or towing by the owner of a repairer's garage (or detailer), or by 

their employee/agent, for repairing, testing or rendering service incidental to 

repairing or testing related to the business;  

Manufacturer must be operated by licensee or an authorized employee of the manufacturer 
for road test or delivery, or for up to 4 days by the purchaser of the vehicle or 

their authorized employee, or any person if authorized by the manufacturer 

to deliver a trailer; 

Trailer Floater is issued exclusively for commercial trailers and semi-trailers. 

The vehicle in use displays the floater plate and the Licence and Certificate of Insurance is carried 

in the motor vehicle. 

For more about these and other BC number plates, refer to bulletin 4, Licence plates – behind the 

characters, available at www.partners.icbc.com under “insurance services”.  

 

Legislation and regulations 
Motor Vehicle Act, sections 6(13) (trailer floater plates), 9 (industrial/farm floater plate), 12 
(number plates), and 38, 41, 42, 44, 45, 48 (demonstration, repairer, transporter, and 

manufacturer floater plates) 

Motor Vehicle Act Regulations, Divisions 3 (display and use of number plates) and 22A.04 (use of 
licence and number plates for multiple vehicles) 
 

Contact 
For more information, contact Rob Miller, Policy Advisor 

Driver & Vehicle Licensing Policy  
250-414-7907 or email rob.miller@icbc.com 

 

 

 

Mark Francis 

Manager, Provincial Vehicle Registration and Licensing  

ICBC 

http://partners.icbc.com/insurance-services/docs/Bulletin%204%20%20Licence%20Plates%20-%20Behind%20the%20Characters.pdf
http://partners.icbc.com/insurance-services/docs/Bulletin%204%20%20Licence%20Plates%20-%20Behind%20the%20Characters.pdf
http://www.partners.icbc.com/
http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/freeside/--%20M%20--/Motor%20Vehicle%20Act%20%20RSBC%201996%20%20c.%20318/00_Act/96318_01.xml#section21
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Distribution list 

B.C. Ministry of Transportation and 

Infrastructure 

CVSE (Director) 

CVSE (Deputy Director) 

Transportation Policy Branch (Director) 

B.C. Ministry of Justice  

RoadSafetyBC, Policy Unit (Director) 

CPPO (Directors of Policy & Legislation and 

Corporate Initiatives) 

Police Services Division, Road Safety Unit 

(Senior Program Manager) 

Provincial Permit Centre (Manager) 

B.C. Ministry of Environment 

Conservation Officer Service 

Law Enforcement 

PRIME-BC    

Municipal Police forces 

BC Association of Chiefs of Police 

RCMP, Lower Mainland District Traffic 

Services (Officer in Charge) 

RCMP “E” Division, Traffic Services (Officer 

in Charge) 

Transport Canada 

Road Safety and Motor Vehicle Regulation 

(Director General)  

Motor Vehicle Regulation Enforcement 

(Director) 

Road Safety, Evaluation and Data Systems 

(Chief) 

 

 

 

Registrar of Imported Vehicles 

RIV Policy, Standards & Enforcement 

(Deputy Registrar)  

Canadian Border Services Agency  

ICBC 

Autoplan Support Services / Document 

Processing 

Corporate Relations (Gov Rel & Policy) 

Provincial Registration & Licensing / Vehicle 

Licensing & Road Safety Policy / Vehicle 

Registration Support / Prorate  

Insurance Policy 

Insurance Product Services 

Commercial Insurance 

Commercial Underwriting 

Fleet Underwriting 

Personal Product 

Personal & Commercial Insurance 

Pricing 

Garage Underwriting 

Broker Change Management 

Broker Distribution / Accounts / Centralized 

Broker Services 

Broker Prod & Dist Supp / Contact Centre 

Ops / Broker Enquiry Unit 

Insurance Procedures & Business Change 

Commercial Claims Services 

Driver Licensing Policy & Driver Training  

Driver Licensing Business Practices 

Revenue Stock 

Business Education - Insurance Group

  

http://dir.gov.bc.ca/gtds.cgi?show=Branch&organizationCode=SG&organizationalUnitCode=OSMVSG
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